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seen elsewhere. The place takes its name from a dreaming lake which lends variety to the scene. Ever green forests and still mountain slopes clothed with lush verdure succeed one another in the emerald panorama on either side. Devicolam was formerly the headquarters of the Cardamom Department, but such commercial activities have been shifted to Munnar, and the place remains a sanctuary for the lover of nature. Recently, the Hindu residents of the locality built a temple and dedicated it to Sasta, the mountain God.
Kalati, famous as the birth-place of Sri Sankaracharya, is on the north bank of the Periyar about 6 miles east of Alwaye. It lies on the Main Central Road five miles from Perumpavur and can be reached also from the Ankamali or Kalati Road station on the Shoramn>Ernakulam railway. The Sanketam premises, belonging to the Sringeri Mutt, Mysore, contain two temples, one dedicated to the great reformer and the other to Saradamba. These were constructed at the expense of the Sringeri Mutt and the Prathishta or installation took place in 1910, which attracted Hindu pilgrims from all parts ot .India, Here are a Sanskrit School conducted by the Mutt and a Satram maintained by the Travancore Government. A quiet retreat where the bustle of modern times has not entered yet; the place affords excellent river-bathing in the summer months. The site was acquired by the Travancore Government as an ancient monument and handed over to the Mutt.
Kottayam, the outlet for the products of the Peermade Hills, is a flourishing town. It was one of the capitals of the Tek* kurakur Rajas and formed the scene of the earliest activities of the C. M. S. in Travancore over 126 years ago. An ancient Syrian Church known as Valiya Palli has two Crosses with inscriptions in Phlevi believed by some to be the handiwork of Apostle St Thomas. These are considered treasures in the history of Christi* anity in the State. The smaller cross bears a much later date* The site of the Church is the free gift of the Tekkumkur Rajas made in the 16th Century. The ruins of an old fortress, Taliyil
* its arsenal and trenches yre visible* Three of the renowned